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European Museum Academy Announces Six Finalists of the 
Art Museum Award 
 
This year’s competition for the European Museum Academy’s Art Museum Award was of an incredibly 
high standard. For an award which places the social role of art museums at its centre, and seeks 
especially innovative practices and new ideas, the nine-person jury, comprising museum professionals 
from across Europe, faced a difficult choice in identifying only six of the exceptional candidates as 
finalists. 
 
The finalists for the Art Museum Award 2026 are: 
 
(in alphabetical order) 
 

• EMST - National Museum of Contemporary Art Athens, Greece  
• FENIX Museum of Migration, Rotterdam, Netherlands 
• Hastings Contemporary, UK 
• Museum Gugging, Klosterneuburg, Austria 
• National Gallery of Slovenia, Ljubljana, Slovenia 
• Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam, Netherlands 

 
Samuel Gallacher, Chair of the Art Museum Award Jury, said: 
 
“As a jury, each year we look for art museums that do not just impress us superficially but demonstrate 
authentic and sustained engagement with their audiences. The power of art to profoundly change lives, 
and to help tangibly improve society, has been well demonstrated on many occasions in this competition 
by museums across Europe. 
 
Regardless of whether their collections comprise Old Masters, Modernists or young emerging artists, 
curatorial practice across all six of our finalist museums demonstrates excellence and relevance in 
engaging with the issues facing society today, which we are proud to recognise and champion through 
the Art Museum Award.” 
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Karl Murr, Chair of the European Museum Academy, said: 
 
“This is the fifth edition of the Art Museum Award, which represents an important theme for the European 
Museum Academy as one of our annual awards. It is clear that the award is going from strength to 
strength. It is also a reflection, perhaps, of the ever-increasing calibre of museums across Europe, their 
professionalism and their confidence as they rise to meet the multitude of challenges facing civil society. 
 
We remain incredibly grateful to the A. G. Leventis Foundation for their vital financial support. I would also 
like to thank all the museums who entered the award this year for their engagement in the competition.”  
 
All six finalists will present at the European Museum Academy Awards, hosted by the MARQ 
Archaeological Museum of the Province of Alicante from 24 to 26 September in Alicante, Spain. 
Registration is now open, with details available on the European Museum Academy’s website. 
 
The winner of the Art Museum Award 2026 will be announced at the Gala Dinner and Award Ceremony 
on 26th September 2026. 
 
The Art Museum Award jury comprises: Bernhart Schwenk, Danièle Wagener, Delphine Munro, John 
Leighton, Karen Holdaway Grøn, Louisa Leventis, Samuel Gallacher (Chair), and Tijana Palkovljević 
Bugarski. 
 
 

** ENDS ** 
 
Notes to Editors: 
THE EUROPEAN MUSEUM ACADEMY  
EMA is a non-profit foundation established to reflect museums at the international level, to promote 
research on museography and museology as high cultural activities, to provide constructive criticism and 
promote discussion on new exhibitions and museums, and to disseminate museological knowledge and 
ideas among members of the profession. It aims to promote the conception and development of new and 
traditional museums as tools of social change. Forty countries are currently represented within the EMA 
organisation. https://europeanmuseumacademy.eu/ 
 
ART MUSEUM AWARD 
The Art Museum Award is a European Museum Academy award that places the social role of art 
museums at its centre. The award honours museum projects that place art in innovative, pioneering and 
creative contexts to address and respond to current societal issues. The award is built upon democratic 
and human values, including social justice, participation, inclusion, gender equality, racial justice, 
community building, sustainability and resilience. These values should be the driving force behind new 

https://europeanmuseumacademy.eu/
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museological ideas for the 21st century. The award sets out to identify new role models and exemplars 
that can function as inspiring paragons of the social role of art museums. 
 
A.G. LEVENTIS FOUNDATION  
Established in May 1979, the A. G. Leventis Foundation is the outcome of the vision of the Cypriot 
entrepreneur Anastasios G. Leventis (1902–1978), who set out the primary objectives of action for his 
eponymous foundation from its inception, with a focus on society, education and culture. The A. G. 
Leventis Foundation supports a wide range of projects in Cyprus, Greece and elsewhere. Many of these 
articulate the Foundation's interest in supporting and disseminating Hellenic cultural heritage. Others 
encompass the Foundation’s concerns for conservation and the environment, scientific and medical 
research, and a variety of cultural and philanthropic activities, including sponsorship of the European 
Museum Academy’s Art Museum Award. 


